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INTRODUCTION 

As New Yorkers learned last year from the devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy, the rising seas, 

super storms, and heat waves of climate change pose an existential threat to New York City. 

350NYC is a group of climate activists committed to responding to this threat by reducing NYC’s 

contributions to climate disaster caused by rising greenhouse gas emissions, principally carbon 

dioxide. 350NYC is the local affiliate of 350.org, a global movement of climate activists with 

volunteers in 188 countries. 350NYC has three priorities for the 2013 election: increasing 

renewable energy use and energy efficiency, opposing destructive fossil fuel production practices 

such as hydrofracking, and above all, the divestment of New York City’s pension funds from fossil 

fuel companies. 

New York City’s pension system has billions of dollars invested in fossil fuel companies. Returns 

from these divestments are dwarfed by the climate destruction wrought by these companies—

Hurricane Sandy alone cost the city’s economy over $50B necessitated $19B in repairs for 

damages.
1,2

 

Divestment from fossil fuel companies is an economic necessity. The worth of a fossil fuel 

company is directly tied to its reserves, the amount of fossil fuel that it intends to burn. However, 

the reserves of fossil fuel companies are five times greater than what the world can safely burn 

and limit warming to 2 degrees Celsius, the “safe” amount of global warming.  

Assessing the fossil fuel companies at full value (meaning assuming that all those fossil fuel 

reserves will be burned) necessitates a scorched and dead planet. Shareholder resolutions do not 

offer a solution—the problem lies in the business model of fossil fuel companies. New York City 

cannot continue to invest in companies whose operation creates an existential hazard for the 

city. 350NYC is calling for New York City to freeze all of its investments in fossil fuels immediately 

and divest over the next five years. 

Divestment goes hand in hand with the other tools of emissions reduction. The next group of 

elected officials will oversee the extension and implementation of PLANYC out to 2050, following 

the IPCC goal of an 80% reduction of carbon emissions. The increasing affordability and scalability 

of renewable energy present New York with the opportunity to build up its renewable 

infrastructure, especially solar and offshore wind. We have a historic opportunity to turn our 

back on fossil fuels, reject the destructive infrastructure of the past, and embrace a clean energy 

future for all. 

The 2013 elections are crucial for NYC’s environmental priorities. Read their responses and 

decide who you think is the best choice for tackling climate change. Candidates were asked to 

respond by mid-July 2013. Responding Candidates in this edition include Mayoral Candidates 

John Liu and Bill Thompson, Borough President Candidates Gale Brewer, Julie Menin, Peter 

Vallone, Lou Liedy, and Richard A. Luthmann, and Public Advocate Candidate James Lane. 

  

                                                                 
1
 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/02/business/estimate-of-economic-losses-now-up-to-50-billion.html 

2 http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/sandy-cost-new-york-19bn-bloomberg-article-1.1208116 



              2013 Election Questionnaire 

 

350nyc.org      4 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 

350NYC asked candidates several questions about whether the city should divest, how we should 

address climate change, whether or not they would support a ban on fracking in New York, and 

what their plans are to develop renewable energy. The questions fall under four categories: 

 Divestment 

 Addressing Climate Change 

 Extreme Energy (Fracking) 

 Renewable Energy 

Highlights from the candidates’ responses in the rest of this document are included below. 

 

DIVESTMENT 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels. 

Major cities like Seattle, San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have 

committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. If elected, would you 

divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies? Why or why not? How 

would you go about doing this? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE JOHN LIU:  

One of the powers of NYC’s nearly $140 billion in investments is the ability to leverage that to 

create more ethical and environmentally friendly business practices. I am committed to reducing 

NYC’s carbon footprint through a variety of measures. One of those approaches is to use the 

power of NYC’s investments to direct companies that we own shares in to be more responsive to 

the interests of shareholders and New York City. If companies are not responsive and the 

pensions can disinvest without harming our shareholders retirement security, I will use that tool 

as well. 

PUBLIC ADVOCATE CANDIDATE: JAMES LANE 

We have a responsibility to divest from an industry that’s destroying our future, and reinvest in 

solutions to climate change. I support the proposal for NYC to immediately freeze any new 

investment in fossil fuel companies, and divest from direct ownership and any commingled funds 

that include fossil fuel public equities and corporate bonds within 5 years… New York City could 

benefit from reinvesting funds into new building projects, energy efficiency, public 

transportation and other green infrastructure projects, all of which often have better returns 

than fossil fuel stocks and bonds that build real value for the City and its residents. 
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STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

By divesting from the 200 largest fossil fuel companies, we can eliminate the risk to our own 

financial future. We must act before the carbon bubble bursts and send the signal to the market 

that such investments are risky. 

 

ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. 

The next phase of the plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050. Which specific 

policies do you have for each of the primary sectors that cause greenhouse gas 

emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

MANHATTAN BOROUGH PRESIDENT CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN 

To reduce vehicle and transportation emissions, we must institute congestion pricing.   

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

Hurricane Sandy showed that Staten Island was effectively cut off from the rest of the City, State 

and Nation at the height of the weather event and effectively and commercially for several 

weeks thereafter. We must use green energy resources to allow Staten Island to remain self-

sustaining and energy independent. 

PUBLIC ADVOCATE CANDIDATE: JAMES LANE 

Climate change is the most serious problem facings humans. We need to reduce carbon levels 

below 350 ppm much sooner than that proposed by PLANYC. Rather than the “all of the above” 

approach of President Obama and the Democrats / Republicans, we need to ensure that 80% of 

existing fossil fuel sources are not used and converted into greenhouse gas emissions…. 

As public advocate, I would push the city to sue the fossil fuel companies to hold them financially 

liable for the damages they have causes through climate change, starting with Hurricane Sandy. 

 

EXTREME ENERGY 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will 

you use your position to resist hydrofracking?...There are currently 23 natural 

gas infrastructure projects planned for New York State. The industry prefers for 

such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. Do you support or oppose the 
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expansion of infrastructure that supports fracking? What is your position on 

local NYC projects such as the Liberty LNG port, the Spectra and Rockaway 

pipelines? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

Yes. Drilling in or near the watershed puts the drinking water supply for millions of New Yorkers 

at potential risk of contamination. We have one of the most substantial municipal water systems 

in the world, our treatment process is also one of the least complex. This is insured by a 

continued protection of our wilderness and watershed areas. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE JOHN LIU:  

As I mentioned, my office filed a shareholder proposal calling on the Exxon Mobil Corporation to 

release its data on fracking. Fracking raises significant concerns about poisoned drinking water, 

toxic chemical leaks, and violent explosions. Due to these concerns, I support a moratorium on 

fracking until we learn more about its impact on our drinking water and environment. 

PUBLIC ADVOCATE CANDIDATE: JAMES LANE 

Ban. 

Hydrofracking means injecting toxic laden fresh water and sand at extremely high pressure into 

rock layers to shatter the stone and release the gas. Each frack injects 2 to 9 million gallons of 

water with 20,000 to 90,000 gallons of toxic chemicals. Where it has been done in Texas, 

Louisiana, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania in fact, in over 30 states hydrofracking has generated 

immense environmental problems. In addition to the public health and environmental problems 

posed, natural gas is just another fossil fuel that contributes to global warming. Funds should 

instead be invested in a rapid transition to a carbon free economy… 

To create the infrastructure to support the use of fossil fuels is to further postpone the day that 

New York City declares true energy independence by switching to wind, solar, bio-diesel, and 

other renewables. The LNG Project competes with the Rockaway Wind Project. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

I testified at the state’s fracking hearing in favor of the moratorium. I have been working with 

attorneys to determine what jurisdiction the city has to require radon testing. I am currently in 

the process of introducing legislation requiring the Department of Health or the Department of 

Environmental Protection to institute a testing protocol for radon. I will certainly support 

legislation in the assembly and senate that require more testing. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  
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During my tenure as Community Board 1 Chair, Community Board 1 provided detailed analysis 

and formal testimony on the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Revised 

Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement on Hydrofracking, and I testified at 

City and State government hearings opposing hydrofracking.  We were one of the first 

Community Boards to pass resolutions opposing hydrofracking.  As Borough President, I will 

continue the fight against upstate fracking and to protect New York City’s drinking water from 

the deleterious impacts of natural gas drilling. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

As a member of the New York City Council’s Environmental Protection Committee I have been 

vehemently opposed to natural gas drilling that could affect New York Cities drinking water…If a 

hydrofracking goes wrong and runs into New York City’s water supply, who will be responsible 

for paying for the necessary filtration and clean up?  

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

We need to ban hydrofracking.  The “secret” chemical soup used to extract the gas will wreak 

havoc on our environment, possibly forever.  The long-term effects of drilling into shale are 

unknown.  We have safe alternatives to hydrofracking that we must work on now.   

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

Until every drop iota of methane is extracted from Fresh Kills and all of the other available and 

abundant green energy resources are developed on Staten Island, fracking should not enter the 

energy conversation. Make no mistake about it, fracking is a dangerous process that we cannot 

permit. Volumes of toxic, radioactive, and caustic liquid waste by-products pose storage, 

treatment, and disposal problems. Regular operations, as well as accidents, can adversely impact 

the environment and public health. Well casings that are intended to prevent methane and toxic 

liquids from contaminating groundwater are prone to failure. Studies have shown that 6-7% of 

well casings fail immediately, while 50% fail after 30 years. We cannot tolerate this risk when 

other safe, green forms of energy are available. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

Especially after Sandy, projects like the LNG port should be immediately halted until we have a 

comprehensive shoreline defense plan in place... The LNG port would discharge 3.5 million 

gallons of chemically-treated seawater used for pipe tests, generate significant underwater noise 

pollution, and dredge up over 20 miles of seafloor. Economically, LNG exports, according to 

government projections, will drive up costs of manufacturing and electricity and increase the 

intensity of hydrofracking for shale gas expansion – leading to even more pollution impacts. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
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New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. 

Hence, NYC’s electricity generation generates much less carbon dioxide than 

most places. However, the actual amount of distributed generation solar 

power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 

megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and 

Germany add multiples of this number every month. How would you change 

this? What would you do to make solar power more accessible and ubiquitous? 

Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red 

tape, feed in tariffs, etc.) How many megawatts would you aim for by the end 

of your first term? 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can 

city officials do to realize this promise? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE JOHN LIU 

The rooftops of New York City are a huge missed opportunity for solar production….I will work 

with NYSERDA to increase incentives that will actually lead to solar production and installation on 

a dramatic scale. I will also maximize the designation of New York City as a Solar Empowerment 

Zone in the form of technical assistance, streamlined permitting and data monitoring. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

I would work with City Council members to restore the rebates to private individuals who add 

solar heat or electricity to their homes, incentives which the Bloomberg administration 

significantly reduced.  I am in support of policies that successfully encourage the use of 

renewable resources, and in accordance with the New York Solar Industry Development and Jobs 

Act, I would aim for New York to develop at least that 5,847 megawatt figure by the end of my 

first term.  

I will put pressure on City Council members to pass legislation that will further the Long Island- 

New York City Offshore Wind Project and the New York State “45 by 15” plan.  The policies would 

incentivize private development firms to help build the project as well as businesses and 

individuals to purchase the wind energy produced by the source. 

PUBLIC ADVOCATE CANDIDATE: JAMES LANE 

A recent report co-authored by Stanford University professor Mark Jacobson, "Examining the 

Feasibility of Converting New York State's All-Purpose Energy Infrastructure to One Using Wind, 

Water and Sunlight" documents how an electrical-power platform consisting exclusively of wind, 

water and solar ("water" including geothermal, tidal, wave and hydroelectric) would not only 

provide 100% of NY electric power in 17 years but would also reduce its electrical power demand 

by 37 percent. 
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NYS’s 2030 all-purpose end-use power would be provided by 10% on shore wind (40205-

MWturbines), 40% off shore wind (12,7005-MW turbines), 10% concentrated solar (387 100-MW 

plants), 10% solar-PV plants -MW plants), 6% residential rooftop PV (5 million 5-kW systems), 

12% commercial/ government rooftop PV (500,000 100-kW systems), 5% geothermal (36 100-

MWplants), 0.5% wave (19 10 0.75-MW devices),1% tidal (2600 1-MW turbines),and 5.5% 

hydroelectric( 6.6 1300-MW plants, of which 89% exist)… 

I support the feed-in tariff program that Germany has used to create a vibrant renewable energy 

sector – benefitting small businesses, homeowners, farmers and communities - by insuring 

profitable rates for renewable power. This has helped fuel Germany’s vigorous economy, and put 

renewable energy technology on track to be the major employment sector in the nation within 

the decade.  
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CANDIDATE RESPONSES 

MAYORAL CANDIDATES 

Mayoral Candidates John Liu and Bill Thompson were the only mayoral candidates to respond 

thus far to 350NYC’s questionnaire. 

 

DIVESTMENT 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels. 

Major cities like Seattle, San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have 

committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. If elected, would you 

divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies? Why or why not? How 

would you go about doing this? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

One of the key responsibilities in my role as Comptroller is the management of the City’s pension 

funds. The primary goal is to maximize returns for pensioners so that they have enough savings 

to retire on. One of the powers of NYC’s nearly $140 billion in investments is the ability to 

leverage that to create more ethical and environmentally friendly business practices. 

For instance, after the tragedy of Sandy Hook elementary school I worked with the NYC Teacher’s 

Pension fund to divest from gun makers. I have also used my current office to pressure Exxon to 

be more transparent in their fracking process. I am committed to reducing NYC’s carbon 

footprint through a variety of measures. One of those approaches is to use the power of NYC’s 

investments to direct companies that we own shares in to be more responsive to the interests of 

shareholders and New York City. If companies are not responsive and the pensions can disinvest 

without harming our shareholders retirement security, I will use that tool as well. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

As Comptroller, I was custodian to the five New York City Pension Funds. As one of the top five 

institutional investors in the country we wielded significant influence with corporate America and 

other investors. This position presented opportunities for dialogue with executives, board 

members and other institutional investors to address concerns. Environmental, Social and 

Governance Shareholder Initiatives were effectively used when dialogue did not achieve the 

desired change in corporate practice. Divestment by the New York City funds on their own 

provides opportunities for less conscious-minded investors to acquire the newly available shares 

at a depressed price. 



              2013 Election Questionnaire 

 

350nyc.org      11 
 

If you do not think that NYC should divest from fossil fuel companies, is it 

because you believe that shareholder resolutions offer the best opportunity for 

changing the fossil fuel industry? Please give an example of how NYC has used 

shareholder resolutions to change the fossil fuel industry. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

Since I became Comptroller, it has been one of my top priorities to work companies to become 

more green. My office has filed shareholder proposals that would require companies to adopt 

quantitative goals for reducing greenhouse gases, report sustainability policies and performance, 

and supplychain sustainability reporting. As mentioned, my office filed a shareholder proposal 

calling on the Exxon Mobil Corporation to release its data on fracking. Fracking raises significant 

concerns about poisoned drinking water, toxic chemical leaks, and violent explosions. Due to 

these concerns, I support a moratorium on fracking until we learn more about its impact on our 

drinking water and environment. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

My Comptroller’s office approached the fossil fuel industry with shareholder initiatives and 

resolutions addressing environmental, social and governance concerns. As majority shareholders 

we made large gains in creating new standards by calling for: 

 Sustainability Reporting 

 Reports on Overseas Operations in Environmental and Human Rights 

 Political Spending Disclosures 

 Equal Opportunity Employment Protections 

 Adherence to Global Labor Standards 

 Adoption of Quantitative Goals for the Reduction of Greenhouse Gas and Other Air 

Emissions 

ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. 

The next phase of the plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050. Which specific 

policies do you have for each of the primary sectors that cause greenhouse gas 

emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

It makes most sense for the City to reduce its carbon footprint by addressing the greatest 

contributors to greenhouse gas emissions: buildings and transportation. Buildings are the 

greatest users of energy and represent a large opportunity to find efficiencies and reduce energy 

consumption. As Comptroller I created Green Apple Bonds that serve as a model for financing 
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energy efficient building upgrades. These bonds have been used to replace toxic lighting sources 

in our schools that have reduced energy consumption. I will also expand NYC’s Greener, Greater 

Buildings program as well as create energy audits, benchmark building’s energy use and continue 

to work with commercial and residential tenants to retrofit boilers and make other efficiencies to 

make these buildings green 

While a Council Member, I co-sponsored a bill requiring certain new City buildings to be built 

using green building standards as well as the New York City Climate Protection Act. Collectively 

these efforts will reduce the carbon footprint of our buildings. 

Transportation also has an extraordinary impact on the environment. Our mass transit system 

prevents a massive amount of harmful greenhouse gases from entering the atmosphere. 

Properly investing in our public transportation system is not just good economic policy, it is also 

smart environmental policy. The MTA needs funding to run properly - I will work hard to make 

sure they have necessary resources. We also need to expand our bus (especially express and 

rapid bus) and ferry systems to increase our system’s capacity and provide new options for our 

City’s transit riders. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

No response. 

EXTREME ENERGY 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will 

you use your position to resist hydrofracking? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

Yes. I support a moratorium on fracking until we learn more about its impact on our drinking 

water and environment. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

Yes. Drilling in or near the watershed puts the drinking water supply for millions of New Yorkers 

at potential risk of contamination. We have one of the most substantial municipal water systems 

in the world, our treatment process is also one of the least complex. This is insured by a 

continued protection of our wilderness and watershed areas. 

There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York 

State. The industry prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. 

Do you support or oppose the expansion of infrastructure that supports 

fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty LNG 

port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 
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MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

The approval process for the Spectra pipeline is proof that it does not work. There are many 

safety issues related to that project that did not receive proper duediligence. Unfortunately, 

federal jurisdiction made it difficult for the city to protest, even if the current administration 

chose to. As mayor I will make sure that local concerns are voiced in matters of safety as serious 

as this new gas pipeline. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

Though I do not support putting our water supply at risk by drilling, any project that goes forward 

must be accompanied by strict oversight to protect the environment and health of local 

residents. 

Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize 

gas boiler conversions when sustainable alternatives are cheaper and better 

for local air quality? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

Yes. While it has been good to get away from No. 6 oil, it is unfortunate that the City and ConEd 

have been so aggressive in encouraging a switch to natural gas. I support the City Council 

requiring all buildings in the five boroughs using No. 6 heating oil to switch to a cleaner 

alternative—either No. 4 oil, No. 2, or natural gas. Although only 1% of New York City's building 

stock have boilers that burn No. 6 and No. 4 heating oil, which are high in sulfur, nickel, and 

other pollutants, they account for 90% of the city's soot pollution, more than all the cars and 

trucks in the city combined. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

I am committed to making New York a greener and more affordable city and will seek incentives 

that reflect this. 

Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with 

increased use of Marcellus Shale via new pipelines? "Will you support 

legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) that requires 

monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

Yes, our water supply is too valuable to be tampered with. It is essential that it is monitored for 

the effects of radon as a result of fracking. 
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MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

Yes. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. 

Hence, NYC’s electricity generation generates much less carbon dioxide than 

most places. However, the actual amount of distributed generation solar 

power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 

megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and 

Germany add multiples of this number every month. How would you change 

this? What would you do to make solar power more accessible and ubiquitous? 

Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red 

tape, feed in tariffs, etc.) How many megawatts would you aim for by the end 

of your first term? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

The rooftops of New York City are a huge missed opportunity for solar production. The City must 

be much more aggressive in creating incentives for solar panel installation. While there are 

property tax abatement and legislation that enables owners of solar systems to sell back excess 

energy, we must do more to cut excessive red tape for residents to install solar panels. I will work 

with NYSERDA to increase incentives that will actually lead to solar production and installation on 

a dramatic scale. I will also maximize the designation of New York City as a Solar Empowerment 

Zone in the form of technical assistance, streamlined permitting and data monitoring. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

For New York City to reach its potential as a Green City it must ease grueling process of 

navigating the bureaucracy for installment of green infrastructure, encouraging residents and 

businesses to install solar panels. 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can 

city officials do to realize this promise? 

MAYORAL CANDIDATE: JOHN LIU 

A focus on reducing NYC carbon footprint will lead to a demand for renewable energy. Like solar 

power, wind energy is a missed opportunity for New York City. We must be serious about taking 

advantage of our natural resources. That will require working with State and Federal 

governments to create large scale incentives and favorable regulations for wind energy. 
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MAYORAL CANDIDATE: BILL THOMPSON 

New York City to date has not sufficiently tapped the potential of offshore wind. We must work 

harder to invest in technology and ensure our power and utility companies are utilizing the latest 

developments. 
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BOROUGH PRESIDENT CANDIDATES 

DIVESTMENT 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels. 

Major cities like Seattle, San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have 

committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. If elected, would you 

divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies? Why or why not? How 

would you go about doing this? 

If you do not think that NYC should divest from fossil fuel companies, is it 

because you believe that shareholder resolutions offer the best opportunity for 

changing the fossil fuel industry? Please give an example of how NYC has used 

shareholder resolutions to change the fossil fuel industry. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

The Manhattan Borough President’s office unfortunately doesn’t regulate NYC’s pension fund, 

but I would apply pressure and help organize various stakeholders to encourage NYC to divest its 

fund from fossil fuels. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE:JULIE MENIN  

I agree with Scott Stringer that NYCERS should develop a comprehensive divestment plan.  

Responsible divestment should be based on economic considerations, as required, but also 

support socially responsible long-term investments such as sustainable energies. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

As Queens Borough President I have no oversight on pension funds for the city of New York. I do 

believe we need to limit fossil fuel consumption for lower emissions and better fuel mileage. This 

would be better for the environment. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

Divestment is a good idea.  We should be investing in solar power and wind farms and other 

safer methods of fuel generation.  As Borough President, I would advocate for divesting pension 

funds from fossil fuel companies and investing them in solar power, wind farms and bio-diesel 

companies.  I would use the position as a “bully pulpit” to inform and guide public opinion. 

The extraction of fossil fuels has been destructive to the Earth and the emissions from fossil fuels 

have been destructive to life.  While it would be a good thing to use shareholder resolutions to 
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change any industry, there are alternatives to the fossil fuel industry that are worthy of our 

funds.  

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

Some say that a move to divest Pension Fund money from fossil fuels is a risky investment 

strategy. I say that not executing upon a complete divestment plan is the risky move. The vast 

majority of fossil fuel assets are owned by 200 publicly traded companies. Eventually, these 

companies will burn through their entire reserves. And when that day comes, the value in these 

companies will plummet. By divesting from the 200 largest fossil fuel companies, we can 

eliminate the risk to our own financial future. We must act before the carbon bubble bursts and 

send the signal to the market that such investments are risky. 

 

ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. 

The next phase of the plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050. Which specific 

policies do you have for each of the primary sectors that cause greenhouse gas 

emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

PLANYC’s goal to reduce greenhouse gases is entirely feasible if we work on sustainability. For 

individual buildings, sustainability measures must include energy efficiency but also proper 

ventilation; proper maintenance to prevent water leaks and other conditions that can lead to 

peeling paint, vermin or mold; emergency lighting, especially for stairwells; and flood protection, 

including for boilers and electrical systems.  

The City should vigorously pursue energy conservation and renewable energy resources. Any 

review of energy projects should include a “life cycle” environmental impact analysis and an in-

depth analysis of the ability and commitment of oversight agencies to inspection and 

enforcement. 

Communities also must be made more sustainable, with adequate healthcare system emergency 

planning, comprehensive stormwater management systems and alternative transportation 

systems in place to address severe weather conditions. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

Buildings  

The City already provides incentives for buildings to upgrade and retrofit.  It is surprising that 

more buildings have not taken advantage of this, given the obvious long-term economic benefits. 
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That said, there are at least four steps that City can take immediately to reduce carbon emissions 

from buildings.    

First, New York should set up a program similar to the Chicago Infrastructure Trust, which 

provides a financing structure for buildings looking to retrofit and reduce their carbon emissions.  

Second, I would push for legislation requiring buildings to report energy efficiency.  For some 

building owners, realizing how much they would save will spur action.  This legislation would also 

help prospective tenants factor energy bill costs into their decision-making, particularly 

commercial tenants.  

Third, we need to increase the utilization of biodiesel in heating systems to B5, then B10.  The 

City should encourage this, and as Borough President, I will issue a policy report recommending 

this change, and if necessary, introduce legislation in the City Council mandating it.  

Finally, my master plan for Manhattan will provide a roadmap for all developments covered by 

the ULURP process.  The need to develop energy efficient buildings will be part of the 

consideration that the Borough President’s office will weigh in assessing ongoing projects.  The 

full text of my Master Plan is available here:  

http://juliemenin.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Land-Use-Final-3.22.13.pdf.  

Transportation 

To reduce vehicle and transportation emissions, we must institute congestion pricing.  I 

supported congestion pricing when it was first proposed - as Chair of Community Board 1, I 

spearheaded one of the first community board resolutions in support of it, and I currently 

support Sam Schwartz’s proposal, which creates a fair pricing system for bridges and creates 

disincentives for driving south of 59
th

 Street.  This will reduce truck traffic in Manhattan, which is 

critical.   

We should continue to look for opportunities to displace truck traffic using our waterways.  

Routing our waste through marine transfer stations, including the 91
st

 street transfer station, 

rather than trucking our waste to New Jersey, was a key part of the 2006 Waste Management 

Plan. I am the only candidate in the race that supports the 91
st

 street marine transfer station, 

which will take hundreds of thousands of truck miles off New York’s streets. 

We should also push for the City to set up infrastructure for food trucks to plug into the City 

power grid, so that they can avoid burning diesel while idling.  Finally, as Borough President I 

would allocate funding to support a pilot program for electric vehicle charging stations. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

I am a strong proponent of PlaNYC. I sponsored legislation that was enacted to create a 

renewable energy web portal that would help to promote the adoption of green energy systems, 

including solar, wind and geothermal. The portal is another way to help ensure that the City 

meets its goal by 2030. 

http://juliemenin.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Land-Use-Final-3.22.13.pdf
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The web portal would inform the public about the feasibility and economic practicality of 

installing renewable energy resources in New York City. It will also provide resources with 

information including guidelines for installing green technologies and incentives for using them, 

as well as government agencies that must approve the installation of a renewable energy system. 

I wrote the first bill ever to limit CO2 emissions in New York City setting the basis for the Regional 

Greenhouse Gas Initiative.  I also wrote the bill to limit idling vehicle time from 3 minutes to 1 

minute outside schools. Other elements of transportation that can reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions are reduce, replace, retro-fit, and refuel vehicles, Facilitate the adoption of electric 

vehicles, Retro-fit ferries and promote the use of cleaner fuels.  

My council colleagues and I have passed laws lowering emissions by city owned vehicles. I also 

support Department of Buildings eliminating the use of certain heating oils in an effort to lower 

pollution. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

Because of Staten Island’s geographic location, I believe that wind farms offer us the best 

alternative to the use of fossil fuels, and the resultant greenhouse gas emissions.  Additionally, 

we need more light rail service, which would not need to be powered by fossil fuels, and this 

would cut down on the buses and livery vehicles.  Light rail systems, such as the trolleys used in 

New York City when I was a child, could improve both our transportation problems and 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

I will address three important sectors- Energy, Brownfields and Transportation. 

Energy – Hurricane Sandy showed that Staten Island was effectively cut off from the rest of the 

City, State and Nation at the height of the weather event and effectively and commercially for 

several weeks thereafter. We must use green energy resources to allow Staten Island to remain 

self-sustaining and energy independent. The grass and woodchips that are the feedstock of 

cogeneration are abundant after a storm event can be harnessed by the creation of a facility that 

can produce fuel for emergency response and can be available to sustain the local economy in 

times of emergency. The Fresh Kills facility was closed in 2001 in a bi-partisan effort, led in large 

part by the great Eric Vitaliano. Since then, more proactive steps should have been taken to 

develop green energy resources including solar, wind and hydroelectric power within the facility 

and in coordination with parkland redevelopment plan. To ensure that future Staten Islanders 

have access to clean, affordable and reliable power, we must encourage public-private 

partnerships to reduce direct costs while capitalizing on best available practices. 

Brownfields – They represent important opportunities to meet responsible development needs, 

especially here on Staten Island. As an attorney, I well know that the cleanup and responsible 

redevelopment of these sites can be complicated by uncertainty of legal obligations and difficulty 

in financing. While existing environmental laws should be properly enforced, we have large 

developable footprints on our Island, especially the West Shore, which can benefit from 
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responsible development. We must balance our desire to commit all property owners to the 

public policy ideals embraced by New York’s forward-looking environmental laws with Staten 

Island’s practical need for a reasonable cost of entry and risk for those who would make firm 

commitments to remediate and responsibly develop land for economic development purposes. I 

will further decrease environmental risk to lenders and owners with new insurance products and 

stronger legal protections, and increase the incentives available to Brownfield projects, so long as 

developers remain committed to advancing our shared environmental goals. 

Transportation - To support a vibrant economy now and for the future, we must demonstrate a 

commitment and maintain and expand our transportation assets. Traffic and the related 

emissions can be reduced by a truly integrated Island public transportation grid. This plan would 

begin with the immediate implementation of the North Shore light rail transportation alternative 

with an eye towards the completion of that project. Additionally, we must build a South Avenue 

Transportation Center that will effectively connect the Island’s local and New Jersey-transversant 

express bus routes with the Light Rail. Moreover, we must invest in our future through 

transportation projects and use green building materials. 

 

EXTREME ENERGY 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will 

you use your position to resist hydrofracking? 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

It is always important to look at the entire picture when considering energy alternatives. I 

testified at the state’s fracking hearing in favor of the moratorium. I have been working with 

attorneys to determine what jurisdiction the city has to require radon testing. I am currently in 

the process of introducing legislation requiring the Department of Health or the Department of 

Environmental Protection to institute a testing protocol for radon. I will certainly support 

legislation in the assembly and senate that require more testing. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

During my tenure as Community Board 1 Chair, Community Board 1 provided detailed analysis 

and formal testimony on the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Revised 

Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement on Hydrofracking, and I testified at 

City and State government hearings opposing hydrofracking.  We were one of the first 

Community Boards to pass resolutions opposing hydrofracking.  As Borough President, I will 

continue the fight against upstate fracking and to protect New York City’s drinking water from 

the deleterious impacts of natural gas drilling. 
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QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

As a member of the New York City Council’s Environmental Protection Committee I have been 

vehemently opposed to natural gas drilling that could affect New York Cities drinking water. In 

the past I have written letters to Governor Patterson and Governor Cuomo speaking on my 

disliking of the practice. I believe hydrofracking puts us at risk of contamination. If a 

hydrofracking goes wrong and runs into New York City’s water supply, who will be responsible 

for paying for the necessary filtration and clean up? As borough president I will try and work with 

the next administration on finding a solution that protects the people of New York. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

We need to ban hydrofracking.  The “secret” chemical soup used to extract the gas will wreak 

havoc on our environment, possibly forever.  The long-term effects of drilling into shale are 

unknown.  We have safe alternatives to hydrofracking that we must work on now.  As Borough 

President, I would use my position to inform and guide both public opinion and legislators to 

resist hyrdofracking.  

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

Until every drop iota of methane is extracted from Fresh Kills and all of the other available and 

abundant green energy resources are developed on Staten Island, fracking should not enter the 

energy conversation. Make no mistake about it, fracking is a dangerous process that we cannot 

permit. Volumes of toxic, radioactive, and caustic liquid waste by-products pose storage, 

treatment, and disposal problems. Regular operations, as well as accidents, can adversely impact 

the environment and public health. Well casings that are intended to prevent methane and toxic 

liquids from contaminating groundwater are prone to failure. Studies have shown that 6-7% of 

well casings fail immediately, while 50% fail after 30 years. We cannot tolerate this risk when 

other safe, green forms of energy are available. 

There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York 

State. The industry prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. 

Do you support or oppose the expansion of infrastructure that supports 

fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty LNG 

port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

The Spectra pipeline, which as I understand it, will pipe 800 million barrels of natural gas a day, is 

scheduled to be completed before the end of this year. I understand that there is a lawsuit in 

federal court attempting to stop the project, which is expected to be heard in the fall. If the 

pipeline is built, then as a high pressure natural gas delivery system traveling under a densely 

populated neighborhood, it will require very careful monitoring.  As Manhattan Borough 

President, I would want regular, public available reporting about inspections and safety. With 
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regard to any new construction, I believe that future environmental reviews should include a 

robust examination of alternatives, and that the environmental impacts to be examined should 

include a discussion of the financial commitment of the oversight agencies, including the Federal 

Regulatory Energy Commission (“FERC”) to provide sufficient staffing for inspections and 

enforcement. I also believe that the issue of frequency of inspection and the concerns about 

radon contamination of natural gas should receive an in-depth analysis, with substantial pubic 

input. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

I join Governors Cuomo and Christie in opposing the Liberty LNG port.  Given the marine life and 

sensitive ecology at risk, I cannot support the Rockaway pipeline until an environmental impact 

study is completed showing that this project will not harm the environment.  I am also concerned 

about the Spectra pipeline, and hope the Sierra Club and plaintiffs succeed in court.  In all three 

of these instances, the public was made aware of these issues very late, making it difficult to 

organize politically against it.  As Borough President I will partner with 350.org and groups like 

the NYC League of Conservation Voters, which has endorsed me, in raising awareness about new 

pipelines and pipeline expansions as early as possible in the approval process. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

See above. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

If we are unable to ban hydrofracking, then each case must be inspected individually.  Many of 

these pipelines are dangerous.  The public needs to be informed that gas pipelines will be 

installed beneath their homes and schools.  We should be cleaning the oceans, not making them 

more polluted.  And our experience with Superstorm Sandy showed us that we are not the 

masters of nature.  With so much potential in solar and wind power, why risk life and property 

damage?   

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

Especially after Sandy, projects like the LNG port should be immediately halted until we have a 

comprehensive shoreline defense plan in place. We must dovetail the plan to protect property 

owners in low-lying areas with our plan to protect the environment. The LNG port would 

discharge 3.5 million gallons of chemically-treated seawater used for pipe tests, generate 

significant underwater noise pollution, and dredge up over 20 miles of seafloor. Economically, 

LNG exports, according to government projections, will drive up costs of manufacturing and 

electricity and increase the intensity of hydrofracking for shale gas expansion – leading to even 

more pollution impacts. Port Ambrose will affect all clean ocean uses: fisheries, diving, 

recreation, tourism, and boating, as well as shipping, planned offshore wind facilities and even 

air traffic. We deserve a better alternative. 
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Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize 

gas boiler conversions when sustainable alternatives are cheaper and better 

for local air quality? 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

Regarding boilers, I believe we should be incentivizing renewable energy alternatives and 

alternatives that don’t involve combustion, such as solar and geothermal energy. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

Yes - I have supported efforts to convert boilers in buildings that use dirty heating oil (#4 and #6), 

and have pushed for the elimination of all dirty heating oil by schools, businesses, and residential 

and public buildings.  Additionally, I encouraged new buildings and renovations to take full 

advantage of state-of-the-art sustainable technologies to create healthier habits, limit 

consumption of fossil fuels, and reduce toxic emissions and particulates.  Lastly, we need to 

increase the utilization of biodiesel in heating systems to B5, then B10. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

Yes I believe that the city and energy providers should and must provide programs to incentivize 

sustainable alternative energies. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

It is not just problematic, it is almost suspicious.  One wonders if natural gas companies are 

behind this.  As I’ve pointed out, we should be leading the way in investing in solar and wind 

power.  We seem to have an ample supply of both of them in this region.  

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

The program was conceived as a multi-phased program to ensure that buildings are no longer 

burning No. 6 and No. 4 oil. Of course we should promote sustainable alternatives, but we must 

keep our eye on the prize that the greatest immediate threat to air quality is the dirty oil. 

Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with 

increased use of Marcellus Shale via new pipelines? "Will you support 

legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) that requires 

monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

See above. 
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MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

I am aware of and appalled by the potential risks of the Marcellus Shale Play, and I would 

demand that the Council hold hearings on radon’s potential health risks.  In addition to 

supporting the legislation in the Assembly and State Senate, I would also consider holding my 

own hearings to explore this and other dangers more closely with experts and our communities. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

I am for strict rules and regulations when it comes to natural gas. I would support this legislation.  

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

Yes to both questions, and my campaign manager participated in voluntary radon testing in his 

home, to see if there is any increase.  This is a frightening prospect.  Once again, we need more 

public information on these projects; as Borough President, I would use that office to inform the 

citizens of dangers posed by fossil fuel extraction. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

I strongly support this Bill, introduced by State Senator Diane Savino. All natural gas contains 

some level of radon and potentially other radioactive substances. In New York City alone, natural 

gas is currently the predominant fuel used for cooking by residents and will likely continue to be 

the predominant cooking fuel for many years. It is important that we do not allow the levels of 

radon in our gas supply to dangerously increase beyond levels established by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. It has been well documented that people exposed to radon 

have an increased likelihood of developing lung cancer. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. 

Hence, NYC’s electricity generation generates much less carbon dioxide than 

most places. However, the actual amount of distributed generation solar 

power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 

megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and 

Germany add multiples of this number every month. How would you change 

this? What would you do to make solar power more accessible and ubiquitous? 

Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red 

tape, feed in tariffs, etc.) How many megawatts would you aim for by the end 

of your first term? 
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MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

I would need to study the issue more before I can suggest specific megawatts. But I believe that 

the use of solar power, wind, and hydroelectric should be a positive factor in evaluating 

developers’ applications for tax incentives, brownfield program benefits and other development 

amenities. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

I would work with City Council members to restore the rebates to private individuals who add 

solar heat or electricity to their homes, incentives which the Bloomberg administration 

significantly reduced.  I am in support of policies that successfully encourage the use of 

renewable resources, and in accordance with the New York Solar Industry Development and Jobs 

Act, I would aim for New York to develop at least that 5,847 megawatt figure by the end of my 

first term.  

I strongly support Scott Stringer’s work to encourage solar installations on school buildings.  

While I intend to open my discretionary budget to participatory budgeting, and thus cannot 

pledge specific funds for such efforts, I would encourage groups seeking to expand solar 

installations to utilize the participatory budgeting process to secure capital funds from the 

Borough President’s office. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

I was counsel for the anti-smog group C.H.O.K.E. (Coalition Helping Organize a Kleaner 

Environment), which led the movement to reduce the harmful smoke billowing from Astoria’s 

power plants. With C.H.O.K.E., I filed a lawsuit that led to the eventual closure of the Charles 

Poletti power plant, the worst polluter in the state. A pioneer of clean air legislation I wrote the 

first bill ever to limit CO2 emissions in New York City.  

I have been fighting to keep our environment clean for years and will continue to do so as 

Queens Borough President. I sponsored legislation to ban fluoride from our drinking water and 

recycle Styrofoam. I also wrote the landmark Plastic Bag Recycling Act, which established film 

and plastic bag recycling in New York City. Clean energy is a priority of mine and as a staunch 

supporter of PlaNYC, I will advocate for solar power. 

We have just increased funding for New York solar power to increase the strength of the electric 

grid. Through this additional funding we will increase the solar power by 64 megawatts. In order 

to get NYC residents to embrace solar power we must incentivize its use. We can provide tax 

incentives for New Yorkers that agree to use solar power. I hope to increase the megawatts by at 

least 25% by the end of my first term. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

I’m a retired teacher, not an electrical engineer, so I will leave technical answers to qualified 

people in those areas, but, look at the map: we have a long way to go.  Why aren’t public housing 
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buildings using solar power?  Why isn’t every new government building constructed with solar 

panels?  These are the investments that we should be making. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

See above. 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can 

city officials do to realize this promise? 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: GALE BREWER 

As one example, I would like to see a concentrated effort, with education and incentives, to 

replace old, clunky, energy-wasting appliances with energy efficient models. When the New York 

City Housing Authority replaced its refrigerators with energy efficient models over a decade ago, 

as I understand it, that effort successfully saved roughly 65 megawatts of power a year – that’s 

the equivalent of a small power plant. We can do more. 

MANHATTAN CANDIDATE: JULIE MENIN  

I will put pressure on City Council members to pass legislation that will further the Long Island- 

New York City Offshore Wind Project and the New York State “45 by 15” plan.  The policies would 

incentivize private development firms to help build the project as well as businesses and 

individuals to purchase the wind energy produced by the source. 

QUEENS CANDIDATE: PETER VALLONE 

City officials must advocate and work with energy providers to encourage the development of 

offshore wind energy that does not disturb residents or aquatic life.   

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: LOU LIEDY 

Invest in wind farms!  “Offshore” may present a problem, as we are sure to have more 

Superstorms.  But Staten Island has the highest Atlantic coast elevation south of Maine; imagine 

wind farms on the Staten Island highlands.  

Thank you for allowing me to participate in this questionnaire.  We have a long way to go in New 

York, and I know that most of the changes will not take place in my lifetime.  It’s good to see 

organizations like yours saying the right things. 

STATEN ISLAND CANDIDATE: RICHARD A. LUTHMANN 

The 2009 joint study conducted by Con Edison and LIPA concluded that an interconnection of up 

to 700 MW of wind power, located at the desired location in the Atlantic Ocean, would be 

feasible with upgrades to the respective transmission systems. We should explore the feasibility 
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of building new transmission lines from an on-shore receiver station to a new substation in 

Staten Island. 

Additional Statement: 

As Borough President, I will do all in my power to make the Office of the Borough President a 

“paperless” office. By investing in technology, we can more effectively, more inexpensively and 

with a greater environmental consciousness, administer Staten Island. We all must do our part to 

go green, and as Borough President, I will practice what I preach. 
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PUBLIC ADVOCATE CANDIDATES 

James Lane was the only candidate running for public advocate to respond to the questionnaire. 

 

DIVESTMENT 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels. 

Major cities like Seattle, San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have 

committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. If elected, would you 

divest NYC’s pension funds from fossil fuel companies? Why or why not? How 

would you go about doing this? 

The Green Party supports the divestment of the NYC pension plans from the fossil fuel industry. 

As Public Advocate, I will cast my one vote on the pension board for divestment. As will my 

fellow Green Party candidates for Mayor and Comptroller. We have a responsibility to divest 

from an industry that’s destroying our future, and reinvest in solutions to climate change. I 

support the proposal for NYC to immediately freeze any new investment in fossil fuel companies, 

and divest from direct ownership and any commingled funds that include fossil fuel public 

equities and corporate bonds within 5 years. 

I will help build public support for divestment citywide through public outreach efforts and 

participation in campaigns with other groups that support divestment. 

New York City could benefit from reinvesting funds into new building projects, energy efficiency, 

public transportation and other green infrastructure projects, all of which often have better 

returns than fossil fuel stocks and bonds that build real value for the City and its residents. 

If you do not think that NYC should divest from fossil fuel companies, is it 

because you believe that shareholder resolutions offer the best opportunity for 

changing the fossil fuel industry? Please give an example of how NYC has used 

shareholder resolutions to change the fossil fuel industry. 

Shareholder activism is not a substitute for divestment. Shareholders can try to move companies 

to adopt more environmentally responsible practices. The comptroller should continue to lead 

shareholder advocacy campaigns with companies in a wide range of sectors to set greenhouse 

gas emission goals, improve energy efficiency across operations and source more renewable 

energy. But, there is an inherent conflict of interest for investors to advocate that coal, oil and 

gas companies stop the production of fossil fuels given that it is their core business. 
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ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. 

The next phase of the plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050. Which specific 

policies do you have for each of the primary sectors that cause greenhouse gas 

emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

Climate change is the most serious problem facings humans. We need to reduce carbon levels 

below 350 ppm much sooner than that proposed by PLANYC. Rather than the “all of the above” 

approach of President Obama and the Democrats / Republicans, we need to ensure that 80% of 

existing fossil fuel sources are not used and converted into greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Green New Deal, building upon steps taken by FDR during the Great Depression, the Green 

Party would put 25 million plus Americans back to work through a massive investment in clean 

renewable energy. The Green commitment to provide a job to everyone that needs it would also 

include support for public service jobs (e.g., pre-K, youth and senior programs, community health 

clinics, etc.). The Greens support an annual fund of $300 billion nationally to fund the transition 

to a carbon neutral economy by 2030, funded through an end to fossil fuel subsidies, a cut in half 

in the military budget, and higher taxes on Wall Street and the wealthy. 

As public advocate, I would push the city to sue the fossil fuel companies to hold them financially 

liable for the damages they have causes through climate change, starting with Hurricane Sandy. 

A recent report co-authored by Stanford University professor Mark Jacobson, "Examining the 

Feasibility of Converting New York State's All-Purpose Energy Infrastructure to One Using Wind, 

Water and Sunlight" documents how an electrical-power platform consisting exclusively of wind, 

water and solar ("water" including geothermal, tidal, wave and hydroelectric) would not only 

provide 100% of NY electric power in 17 years but would also reduce its electrical power demand 

by 37 percent.  

In addition, a publicly owned fossil fuel industry will ensure that fossil fuel extraction is 

minimized and phased out as earnings are reinvested in renewables instead of fossil fuels. 

With respect to reducing the carbon footprint in various sectors, the City should take leadership 

in doing it itself as well as adopting policies and regulations to spur changes in the private sector. 

Buildings. Establish stringent energy conservation and efficiency standards, especially for new 

buildings and rehab. For instance, require high efficiency appliances in all new housing in NYC. 

Require buildings to take advantage of passive solar. Eliminate zoning rules that presently restrict 

installation of renewable energy (e.g., setbacks on roof for solar). Restrict buildings in flood zones 

and barrier islands, while restoring tidal marshes and wetlands. 

Transport. Adequately fund mass transit, both capital investment and maintenance. Reduce 

transit fares. Increase employee subsidies for use of mass transit. Continue to promote bicycling. 

Improve safety for walking. Restrict use of private automobiles such as with congestion pricing. 

Seek city / state standards for auto emissions such as California. Move buses and taxis to electric. 
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Energy Production. As stated above, move to carbon neutral by 2030. Adequately protect / move 

production from flood areas. Promote local, decentralized micro energy production. Increase city 

efforts to shut down Indian Point. City should only purchase 100% clean energy. Stop any 

proposed garbage incinerators in NYC. Significantly expand curbside municipal composting. Solar 

thermal, solar water. Support research into tidal power. Develop wind power. 

 

EXTREME ENERGY 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will 

you use your position to resist hydrofracking? 

Ban. See below. 

There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York 

State. The industry prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. 

Do you support or oppose the expansion of infrastructure that supports 

fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty LNG 

port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 

I have actively opposed. The Green Party has helped organize demonstrations against them. To 

create the infrastructure to support the use of fossil fuels is to further postpone the day that 

New York City declares true energy independence by switching to wind, solar, bio-diesel, and 

other renewables. The LNG Project competes with the Rockaway Wind Project. The Green Party 

in NYC also participated in local protests against the proposed natural gas pipeline in Puerto Rico 

which was successfully defeated. 

Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize 

gas boiler conversions when sustainable alternatives are cheaper and better 

for local air quality? 

Yes.  These buildings would be more viable economically in the long-term by switching to 

renewable solutions because renewables offer a permanent energy price hedge, and lower 

maintenance costs. . Probably 50-75% of buildings in this particular class are capable of making 

the switch. Large numbers of C- and D-class apartment buildings, particularly in the outer 

boroughs, such as the Bronx, which typically are burning #6 or #4 oil would have an easy time 

shifting towards renewable energy instead of to natural gas (or even biodiesel). 

Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with 

increased use of Marcellus Shale via new pipelines? "Will you support 

legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) that requires 

monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 
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Yes. Yes. (See below) 

Three years ago the Green Party of NY was virtually alone in calling for a statewide ban on the 

hydrofracking of natural gas, with most environmentalists instead calling for a moratorium or 

better regulation of the industry. In addition to its long time call for a statewide ban, Green Party 

activists and elected officials have led local fights to not only ban hyrdofracking of natural gas in 

their local communities as a home rule measure but to criminalize such activities. 

Hydrofracking means injecting toxic laden fresh water and sand at extremely high pressure into 

rock layers to shatter the stone and release the gas. Each frack injects 2 to 9 million gallons of 

water with 20,000 to 90,000 gallons of toxic chemicals. Where it has been done in Texas, 

Louisiana, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania in fact, in over 30 states hydrofracking has generated 

immense environmental problems. In addition to the public health and environmental problems 

posed, natural gas is just another fossil fuel that contributes to global warming. Funds should 

instead be invested in a rapid transition to a carbon free economy. 

Fracking, long supported by NYS DEC, the Governor's office and the Obama administration, has 

been part of the push by the Democrats to promote extreme fossil fuel extraction methods (e.g., 

mountain top removal of coal, fracked oil and gas, deep water and Arctic drilling, tar sands oil) in 

a "drive for energy independence" even as climate change has devastated NYC, Long Island, and 

the planet. The Green Party has actively opposed. 

Fracking should legally be stamped as a felony. The proposed fracking criminalization law 

declares that fracking is destructive to public health, environment, community, economic 

stability, jobs and the fundamental integrity of the body politic. 

Radon. All natural gas distributed to consumers in United States contains some level of radon 

and potentially other radioactive substances. Shale gas development produces natural gas-

containing radon, and the level of radon in natural gas varies from one gas production area to 

another. It is important that we do not allow the levels of radon in our gas supply to dangerously 

increase beyond levels established by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. It has been well 

documented that people exposed to radon have an increased likelihood of developing lung 

cancer. While there is no "safe" level of exposure to radon, the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency recommends mitigation beginning at 2.0 picoCuries per liter and active mitigation at 4.0 

or more picoCuries Per liter. 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY 

New York has many natural resources such as hydroelectric and wind power. 

Hence, NYC’s electricity generation generates much less carbon dioxide than 

most places. However, the actual amount of distributed generation solar 

power in NYC is pitifully small—PLANYC 2011 sees us with a mere 60 

megawatts of solar in Con Edison’s service area by 2017. California and 
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Germany add multiples of this number every month. How would you change 

this? What would you do to make solar power more accessible and ubiquitous? 

Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal (cut red 

tape, feed in tariffs, etc.) How many megawatts would you aim for by the end 

of your first term? 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can 

city officials do to realize this promise? 

Please see answer to section 1 above. 

A recent report co-authored by Stanford University professor Mark Jacobson, "Examining the 

Feasibility of Converting New York State's All-Purpose Energy Infrastructure to One Using Wind, 

Water and Sunlight" documents how an electrical-power platform consisting exclusively of wind, 

water and solar ("water" including geothermal, tidal, wave and hydroelectric) would not only 

provide 100% of NY electric power in 17 years but would also reduce its electrical power demand 

by 37 percent. 

NYS’s 2030 all-purpose end-use power would be provided by 10% on shore wind (40205-

MWturbines), 40% off shore wind (12,7005-MW turbines), 10% concentrated solar (387 100-MW 

plants), 10% solar-PV plants -MW plants), 6% residential rooftop PV (5 million 5-kW systems), 

12% commercial/ government rooftop PV (500,000 100-kW systems), 5% geothermal (36 100-

MWplants), 0.5% wave (19 10 0.75-MW devices),1% tidal (2600 1-MW turbines),and 5.5% 

hydroelectric( 6.6 1300-MW plants, of which 89% exist). 

Much of Germany's progress in moving to renewable energy is due to the role of the Green Party 

there. In fact, the countries which are making the most progress in confronting climate change 

are those where the Green Party has substantial influence under their system of proportional 

representation – the Greens condition their support of the coalition government primarily on 

action on climate change. 

I support the feed-in tariff program that Germany has used to create a vibrant renewable energy 

sector – benefitting small businesses, homeowners, farmers and communities - by insuring 

profitable rates for renewable power. This has helped fuel Germany’s vigorous economy, and put 

renewable energy technology on track to be the major employment sector in the nation within 

the decade.  

The city should use its purchasing and regulatory power to drive investments and research in 

clean energy. 

 

 


