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Overview 

As all New Yorkers know, the rising seas, super storms, and heat waves of climate change pose 

an existential threat to New York City. 350NYC is a group of climate activists, committed to responding 

to this threat by reducing NYC’s contributions to climate disaster. 350NYC is the local affiliate of 350.org, 

a global movement of climate activists with volunteers in 188 countries. 350NYC has three priorities for 

the 2013 election: increasing renewable energy use and energy efficiency, opposing destructive fossil 

fuel production practices such as hydrofracking, and above all, the divestment of New York City’s 

pension funds from fossil fuel companies.  

New York City’s pension system has billions of dollars invested in fossil fuel companies.  Returns 

from these divestments are dwarfed by the climate destruction wrought by these companies--Hurricane 

Sandy alone cost over $19B in damages and necessitated a proposed adaptation effort of $20B.  

 Divestment from fossil fuel companies is an economic necessity.  The worth of a fossil fuel 

company is directly tied to its reserves, the amount of fossil fuel that it intends to burn.  However, the 

reserves of fossil fuel companies are five times greater than what the world can safely burn and limit 

warming to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) which is the goal set by the UN.  Assessing the fossil fuel 

companies at full value necessitates a scorched planet.  Shareholder resolutions that call for more 

“sustainable” use of fossil fuels do not offer a solution posed by the fossil fuel companies’ reserves—the 

problem lies in their business model.  New York City cannot continue to invest in companies whose 

operation are threatening the future of the city.  350NYC is calling for New York City to freeze all of its 

investments in fossil fuels immediately and divest over the next five years.  

Divestment goes hand in hand with the other tools of emissions reduction.  The next group of 

elected officials will oversee the extension and implementation of PLANYC out to 2050, following the 

IPCC goal of an 80% reduction of carbon emissions.  The increasing affordability and scalability of 

renewable energy present New York with the opportunity to build up its renewable infrastructure, 

especially solar and offshore wind.  We have a historic opportunity to turn our back on fossil fuels, reject 

the destructive infrastructure of the past, and embrace a clean energy future for all   

The 2013 elections are crucial for NYC’s environmental priorities.  We ask that you fill out this 

questionnaire and return it to us at 350nyc.elections@gmail.com by July 31th. This questionnaire was 

produced in partnership with Occupy the Pipeline, CUNY Divest, NYU Divest, Coalition against the 

Rockaway Pipeline, United for Action, Fossil Free Fieldston and Sane Energy Project. 350NYC and its 

partners may choose to make endorsements based on your responses. 350NYC reserves the right to 

publish all or any of these responses, and to disclose any non-response.  

 

Candidate Name: Julie Menin 

 

Campaign Manager: Dan Krupnick 

mailto:350nyc.elections@gmail.com
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Press Secretary: Daniel Barash  

 

Campaign Address: P.O. Box 1261, New York, NY 10013 

 

Campaign Phone: (646) 484-9540 

 

Campaign e-mail: info@juliemenin.com 

 

 

Please answer these questions as completely and concretely as possible: 

 

Addressing Climate Change 

350NYC is calling on the New York City Pension Fund to divest from fossil fuels.  Major cities like Seattle, 

San Francisco, Providence, and Madison have committed to divest their pension funds from fossil fuels. 

If elected, would you support divesting fossil fuel companies from NYC’s pension funds?  Why or why 

not?  How would you go about doing this?  

I agree with Scott Stringer that NYCERS should develop a comprehensive divestment plan.  

Responsible divestment should be based on economic considerations, as required, but also 

support socially responsible long-term investments such as sustainable energies. 

 

PLANYC aims to reduce New York City’s greenhouse gas emissions 30% by 2030. The next phase of the 

plan calls for 80% reductions by 2050.  Which specific policies do you have for each of the primary 

sectors that cause greenhouse gas emissions (buildings, transport, energy production etc.)?  

 

Buildings  

The City already provides incentives for buildings to upgrade and retrofit.  It is surprising that 

more buildings have not taken advantage of this, given the obvious long-term economic benefits. 

That said, there are at least four steps that City can take immediately to reduce carbon emissions 

from buildings.    

First, New York should set up a program similar to the Chicago Infrastructure Trust, which 

provides a financing structure for buildings looking to retrofit and reduce their carbon emissions.  

Second, I would push for legislation requiring buildings to report energy efficiency.  For some 
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building owners, realizing how much they would save will spur action.  This legislation would 

also help prospective tenants factor energy bill costs into their decision-making, particularly 

commercial tenants.  

Third, we need to increase the utilization of biodiesel in heating systems to B5, then B10.  The 

City should encourage this, and as Borough President, I will issue a policy report recommending 

this change, and if necessary, introduce legislation in the City Council mandating it.  

 

Finally, My master plan for Manhattan will provide a roadmap for all developments covered by 

the ULURP process.  The need to develop energy efficient buildings will be part of the 

consideration that the Borough President’s office will weigh in assessing ongoing projects.  The 

full text of my Master Plan is available here: http://juliemenin.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/03/Land-Use-Final-3.22.13.pdf.  

 

 

Transportation 

To reduce vehicle and transportation emissions, we must institute congestion pricing.  I 

supported congestion pricing when it was first proposed - as Chair of Community Board 1, I 

spearheaded one of the first community board resolutions in support of it, and I currently 

support Sam Schwartz’s proposal, which creates a fair pricing system for bridges and creates 

disincentives for driving south of 59th Street.  This will reduce truck traffic in Manhattan, which 

is critical.   

 

We should continue to look for opportunities to displace truck traffic using our waterways.  

Routing our waste through marine transfer stations, including the 91st street transfer station, 

rather than trucking our waste to New Jersey, was a key part of the 2006 Waste Management 

Plan. I am the only candidate in the race that supports the 91st street marine transfer station, 

which will take hundreds of thousands of truck miles off New York’s streets. 

 

We should also push for the City to set up infrastructure for food trucks to plug into the City 

power grid, so that they can avoid burning diesel while idling.  Finally, as Borough President I 

would allocate funding to support a pilot program for electric vehicle charging stations. 

  

 

 Extreme Energy 

Do you support a statewide ban on hydrofracking? Why or why not? How will you use your position to 

resist hydrofracking? 

 

During my tenure as Community Board 1 Chair, Community Board 1 provided detailed analysis 

and formal testimony on the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

Revised Draft Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement on Hydrofracking, and I 

http://juliemenin.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Land-Use-Final-3.22.13.pdf
http://juliemenin.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Land-Use-Final-3.22.13.pdf
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testified at City and State government hearings opposing hydrofracking.  We were one of the first 

Community Boards to pass resolutions opposing hydrofracking.  As Borough President, I will 

continue the fight against upstate fracking and to protect New York City’s drinking water from 

the deleterious impacts of natural gas drilling.  

 
There are currently 23 natural gas infrastructure projects planned for New York State. The industry 

prefers for such infrastructure to be in place prior to drilling. Do you support or oppose the expansion 

of infrastructure that supports fracking? What is your position on local NYC projects such as the Liberty 

LNG port, the Spectra and Rockaway pipelines? 

I join Governors Cuomo and Christie in opposing the Liberty LNG port.  Given the marine life 

and sensitive ecology at risk, I cannot support the Rockaway pipeline until an environmental 

impact study is completed showing that this project will not harm the environment.  I am also 

concerned about the Spectra pipeline, and hope the Sierra Club and plaintiffs succeed in court.  

In all three of these instances, the public was made aware of these issues very late, making it 

difficult to organize politically against it.  As Borough President I will partner with 350.org and 

groups like the NYC League of Conservation Voters, which has endorsed me, in raising 

awareness about new pipelines and pipeline expansions as early as possible in the approval 

process. 

 

Do you find it problematic that current City and Con Ed programs incentivize converting boilers burning 

#6 and #4 heating oils to natural gas instead of promoting alternatives to fossil fuels, such as biodiesel 

and solar thermal power for heating water, that are better for air quality? 

Yes - I have supported efforts to convert boilers in buildings that use dirty heating oil (#4 and #6), 

and have pushed for the elimination of all dirty heating oil by schools, businesses, and residential 

and public buildings.  Additionally, I encouraged new buildings and renovations to take full 

advantage of state-of-the-art sustainable technologies to create healthier habits, limit consumption 

of fossil fuels, and reduce toxic emissions and particulates.  Lastly, we need to increase the 

utilization of biodiesel in heating systems to B5, then B10. 

 

Are you aware that radon levels in New York's gas supply could rise with increased use of Marcellus 

Shale via new pipelines?  "Will you support legislation in the state assembly and senate (A6863/S09421) 

that requires monitoring and mitigation of radon in municipal gas supplies? 

I am aware of and appalled by the potential risks of the Marcellus Shale Play, and I would demand 

that the Council hold hearings on radon’s potential health risks.  In addition to supporting the 

legislation in the Assembly and State Senate, I would also consider holding my own hearings to 

explore this and other dangers more closely with experts and our communities.  

 

Renewable Energy 
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There is a vast discrepancy between NYC's potential for generating 5,847 MW of solar power from 

rooftop installations, as illustrated by the NYC solar map (www.nycsolarmap.org), and the current 

amount of electricity generated by solar power in our city. We need to set higher goals than those 

outlined in PLANYC2011 which envisions a mere 60 MW of solar power in Con Edison's service area by 

2017. How would you make solar power more ubiquitous? What would you do to make solar power 

more accessible and ubiquitous? Specifically, what policies can the city implement to achieve this goal 

(reduce the time required for permitting, support a Feed-in-Tariff, as was recently implemented in L.A, 

mandate the installation of solar power on NYC government buildings, including public schools, as 

appropriate, and carry out a public education campaign about opportunities for solar power 

installations.)How many megawatts would you aim for by the end of your first term? 

I would work with City Council members to restore the rebates to private individuals who add 

solar heat or electricity to their homes, incentives which the Bloomberg administration significantly 

reduced.  I am in support of policies that successfully encourage the use of renewable resources, 

and in accordance with the New York Solar Industry Development and Jobs Act, I would aim for 

New York to develop at least that 5,847 megawatt figure by the end of my first term.  

I strongly support Scott Stringer’s work to encourage solar installations on school buildings.  While 

I intend to open my discretionary budget to participatory budgeting, and thus cannot pledge 

specific funds for such efforts, I would encourage groups seeking to expand solar installations to 

utilize the participatory budgeting process to secure capital funds from the Borough President’s 

office.  
 

Offshore wind represents a potential energy bonanza for the city. What can city officials do to realize 

this promise?  

I will put pressure on City Council members to pass legislation that will further the Long Island- 

New York City Offshore Wind Project and the New York State “45 by 15” plan.  The policies 

would incentivize private development firms to help build the project as well as businesses and 

individuals to purchase the wind energy produced by the source.  

 

http://www.nycsolarmap.org/

